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Abstract. 

The automotive industry is under growing pressure to reduce vehicle weight for 
improved fuel efficiency and reduced carbon emissions. Sustainable materials present 

an effective solution to meet lightweighting goals while minimizing environmental 
impact. This paper reviews key sustainable materials including bio-composites, natural 
fiber-reinforced polymers, recycled metals, and advanced alloys, focusing on their 

potential applications in automotive engineering. Material properties, lifecycle 
assessments, and manufacturing challenges are discussed. Case studies from Pakistani 

automotive and research sectors highlight implementation strategies and outcomes. 
This study underscores the importance of integrating sustainable lightweight materials 
to advance eco-friendly automotive design and supports Pakistan’s commitment to 

green technologies. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In response to stringent environmental regulations and rising fuel costs, the automotive industry 
worldwide is shifting towards lightweight vehicle designs. Lightweighting reduces fuel 
consumption and CO₂ emissions, essential to meeting global sustainability targets. Traditionally, 

metals like steel and aluminum have dominated automotive manufacturing; however, the 
exploration of sustainable, eco-friendly materials is accelerating. Sustainable materials such as 

bio-based composites, natural fibers, recycled metals, and advanced alloys offer high strength-to-
weight ratios with reduced environmental footprints. 

Pakistan's automotive sector is gradually adopting these innovations to align with global green 

standards. This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of sustainable lightweight materials 
applicable to automotive engineering, emphasizing material characteristics, processing 
techniques, and environmental impact. Additionally, it explores practical case studies and 

challenges faced by Pakistani engineers and manufacturers. 

http://www.ijmle.org/
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1. Overview of Lightweighting in Automotive Engineering 

Importance and Benefits of Vehicle Lightweighting 

Lightweighting refers to the strategic reduction of vehicle weight through innovative design and 

material substitution without compromising safety, performance, or durability. The automotive 
industry prioritizes lightweighting to achieve several critical benefits: 

 Fuel Efficiency: Reducing the vehicle's mass directly decreases the energy required for 

acceleration and movement. Studies show that a 10% reduction in vehicle weight can 
improve fuel economy by approximately 6-8% [15][8]. This improvement not only reduces 

fuel consumption but also lowers operating costs for consumers. 
 Reduced Emissions: Lightweight vehicles emit less CO₂ and other greenhouse gases 

throughout their lifecycle. By reducing fuel use, lightweighting supports compliance with 

increasingly stringent global emissions standards and contributes to climate change 
mitigation efforts [5][12]. 

 Enhanced Performance: Lighter vehicles often benefit from improved acceleration, 
braking, and handling. This results in a better driving experience and increased safety, 
especially when combined with modern engineering techniques [16]. 

 Extended Component Life: Reducing weight decreases stress on suspension, brakes, and 
tires, potentially enhancing their longevity and reducing maintenance costs [19]. 

Global and Regional Sustainability Policies Impacting Automotive Materials  

Governments worldwide have introduced policies and regulations aimed at promoting 

environmentally sustainable automotive technologies. These policies influence the adoption of 
lightweight materials: 

 Global Initiatives: 
o The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris 

Agreement have pushed nations to cut emissions, indirectly encouraging lightweight vehicle 
designs [12]. 

o The European Union’s Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards mandate stricter 
fuel efficiency targets, driving material innovation [1]. 

o The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) enforces greenhouse gas emission limits 

that incentivize lightweight materials [8]. 
 Regional Context (Pakistan): 

Pakistan is a signatory to the Paris Agreement and has formulated the Pakistan Climate Change 

Act (2017), encouraging sustainable industrial practices including automotive manufacturing 
[14]. The government promotes green technology adoption through incentives and aims to align 
local automotive industry policies with international standards [14][16]. However, challenges 

remain in implementation due to infrastructure and cost barriers. 

Trends in Sustainable Material Adoption 

The automotive industry’s material usage is shifting from traditional steel and cast iron toward: 
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 Aluminum and Magnesium Alloys: Offering significant weight reduction with acceptable 
mechanical properties; widely adopted in body panels and engine components [4][19]. 

 Bio-Composites and Natural Fibers: Integration of renewable fibers such as jute, flax, and 

hemp with polymer matrices for interior and non-structural parts is growing due to 
biodegradability and low cost [2][9]. 

 Recycled Materials: Increasing use of recycled metals and polymers aligns with circular 
economy principles, reducing raw material extraction and energy consumption [4][18]. 

 Advanced Polymers and Carbon Fiber Composites: Though expensive, these materials 

provide the highest strength-to-weight ratios and are increasingly used in luxury and 
performance vehicles [20]. 

In Pakistan, the adoption of bio-composites and recycled metals is gaining traction due to the 

availability of natural fibers and growing environmental awareness among manufacturers 
[6][16]. However, the penetration of high-end composites remains limited by cost and technical 
expertise. 

2. Bio-Composites and Natural Fiber-Reinforced Polymers 

Types of Natural Fibers and Bio-Matrices 

Bio-composites combine natural fibers as reinforcement with bio-based or synthetic polymer 

matrices to create lightweight, sustainable materials. Common natural fibers used in automotive 
engineering include: 

 Jute: One of the most abundant natural fibers in Pakistan, jute offers good tensile strength 

(~400-800 MPa) and low density (~1.3-1.5 g/cm³). It is biodegradable, renewable, and cost-
effective, making it ideal for automotive interiors [2][9][17]. 

 Flax: Known for its excellent mechanical properties, flax fiber exhibits tensile strength of 

around 500-1500 MPa and low density (~1.4-1.5 g/cm³). Flax composites provide good 
stiffness and impact resistance, suitable for door panels and trim components [13][17]. 

 Hemp: Hemp fibers possess moderate tensile strength (550-900 MPa) and are valued for 
durability and resistance to abrasion and moisture. Hemp-based composites are emerging as 
alternatives to synthetic fibers in automotive applications [13][17]. 

These fibers are often combined with: 

 Bio-based Matrices: Such as polylactic acid (PLA), polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA), or bio-
based epoxy resins, enhancing biodegradability and reducing fossil fuel dependence [3][11]. 

 Conventional Polymer Matrices: Including polypropylene (PP), polyethylene (PE), or 

thermosetting resins, which provide mechanical stability and ease of processing [2][11]. 

Mechanical Properties and Durability in Automotive Applications 

Natural fiber-reinforced polymers (NFRPs) exhibit favorable mechanical properties for use in 

automotive components: 
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 Strength and Stiffness: NFRPs demonstrate tensile strengths ranging from 50 to 120 MPa 
and flexural moduli between 2-10 GPa, sufficient for non-structural parts like door panels, 
dashboards, and seat backs [9][13]. 

 Lightweight: Natural fibers have lower densities compared to glass fibers (~2.5 g/cm³), 
contributing to overall vehicle weight reduction [2]. 

 Durability: While natural fibers are susceptible to moisture absorption and biodegradation, 
appropriate fiber treatments and matrix selection improve durability and weather resistance, 
enabling their use in interior and semi-exterior automotive applications [11][13]. 

 Vibration Damping: NFRPs offer better vibration absorption than synthetic composites, 
improving passenger comfort [9]. 

Case Study: Application in Door Panels and Interior Parts in Pakistan 

In Pakistan, the automotive industry has begun integrating bio-composites utilizing locally 

sourced jute and hemp fibers to produce door panels, seat backs, and interior trims. For example: 

 Jute-based Door Panels: A collaboration between a Pakistani automotive component 
manufacturer and NUST research labs resulted in jute fiber reinforced polypropylene 
composites used in mid-range vehicle door panels. These panels demonstrated a 20% weight 

reduction compared to traditional glass fiber panels while maintaining adequate strength and 
impact resistance [2][6]. 

 Hemp Fiber Seat Backs: A pilot project with a local automaker employed hemp fibers 
combined with bio-based epoxy to fabricate seat backrests. The panels showed improved 
vibration damping and reduced production costs by 15% compared to synthetic composites 

[6][13]. 
 Environmental Impact: Lifecycle assessments revealed that these bio-composites reduced 

CO₂ emissions by approximately 30% compared to conventional plastic parts, aligning with 
Pakistan’s sustainability goals [3][18]. 

These successes indicate the growing potential of bio-composites in Pakistan’s automotive 
sector, promoting the use of renewable materials while achieving lightweighting objectives. 

3. Recycled Metals and Advanced Alloys 

Use of Recycled Aluminum and Steel Alloys in Lightweight Structures 

Recycled metals, particularly aluminum and steel alloys, have become critical to sustainable 

lightweight automotive engineering due to their favorable mechanical properties and significant 
environmental benefits. 

 Recycled Aluminum: Aluminum is valued for its low density (~2.7 g/cm³), high strength-to-

weight ratio, and corrosion resistance. Recycling aluminum consumes up to 95% less energy 
compared to primary production and retains most mechanical properties, making it an ideal 

sustainable lightweight material [4][18]. Recycled aluminum alloys are widely used in 
automotive body panels, engine blocks, and chassis components. 

 Recycled Steel Alloys: Steel remains a primary structural material due to its strength 

(~400-700 MPa tensile strength) and cost-effectiveness. Recycled steel reduces raw material 
extraction and energy consumption by up to 60-70% compared to virgin steel [5][7]. Advanced 
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high-strength steels (AHSS) are increasingly produced using recycled content to achieve weight 
reduction while maintaining safety standards. 

Both recycled aluminum and steel alloys contribute to vehicle lightweighting by allowing thinner 
sections and optimized designs without compromising structural integrity. 

Manufacturing Processes and Lifecycle Analysis 

 Manufacturing: The recycling process involves collection, sorting, shredding, melting, and 

refining of scrap metals, followed by alloying and casting or rolling into automotive-grade 
sheets or components. Modern techniques such as direct chill casting and extrusion ensure 

high-quality recycled metal products [4][19]. 
 Lifecycle Analysis (LCA): Multiple studies confirm that vehicles incorporating recycled 

metals exhibit substantially lower environmental footprints across extraction, production, and 

end-of-life phases. For instance, the CO₂ emissions associated with recycled aluminum 
components can be reduced by up to 70% compared to primary aluminum parts [5][12]. 

Similarly, recycled steel parts contribute to significant energy savings and lower greenhouse 
gas emissions [18][12]. 

 Performance: Recycled metals meet automotive performance requirements for tensile 

strength, fatigue resistance, and corrosion protection when processed under controlled 
conditions [7][19]. 

Pakistani Automotive Industry Initiatives on Metal Recycling 

The Pakistani automotive sector is progressively recognizing the environmental and economic 

benefits of metal recycling: 

 Local Scrap Metal Collection Networks: Several automotive parts manufacturers in cities 
like Lahore and Karachi have established scrap metal collection and recycling systems, 

reducing dependency on imported raw materials [4][8]. 
 Collaborative Research: Institutions such as GIKI and UET Lahore collaborate with 

industry partners to develop optimized recycled aluminum alloys tailored for automotive 

structural components, focusing on enhancing mechanical properties and corrosion resistance 
[4][19]. 

 Government and Industry Programs: The Ministry of Climate Change and Pakistan Steel 
Mills have initiated campaigns to promote scrap steel recycling, including incentives for 
manufacturers adopting recycled content in automotive parts [14][7]. 

 Case Example: A Karachi-based automotive parts manufacturer reported reducing 
production costs by 18% and energy consumption by 40% after integrating recycled 

aluminum in the fabrication of engine covers and suspension components, while maintaining 
compliance with safety standards [4][8]. 

Despite progress, challenges such as quality control, technology gaps, and limited recycling 
infrastructure remain. Continued investment in recycling technologies and policy support is 

essential for scaling recycled metal usage within Pakistan’s automotive lightweighting strategies. 
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4. Manufacturing Challenges and Material Performance 

Processing Issues with Sustainable Composites 

Sustainable composites, including bio-composites and natural fiber-reinforced polymers, present 

several manufacturing challenges that affect their widespread adoption in automotive 
engineering: 

 Fiber-Matrix Compatibility: Natural fibers have hydrophilic surfaces that often exhibit 

poor adhesion with typically hydrophobic polymer matrices. This incompatibility can lead to 
weak interfacial bonding, reducing mechanical performance. Surface treatments such as 

silane coupling agents or alkali treatments are necessary but add complexity and cost 
[11][15]. 

 Moisture Absorption: Natural fibers tend to absorb moisture, leading to swelling, 

degradation, and variability in mechanical properties. Controlling moisture content during 
processing and application of proper fiber treatments are crucial to maintain consistent 

quality [13][11]. 
 Processing Temperatures: Bio-matrices and natural fibers have limited thermal stability 

compared to synthetic composites. High-temperature processing methods like injection 

molding may degrade fibers, restricting manufacturing options [15][11]. 
 Uniform Fiber Dispersion: Achieving homogeneous fiber dispersion in the matrix is 

technically challenging but essential to avoid weak points and ensure reproducible properties 
[15]. 

 Tooling and Equipment Adaptations: Existing manufacturing setups often require 

modification to accommodate natural fiber composites, which differ in viscosity and curing 
characteristics from traditional materials [15]. 

Durability, Corrosion Resistance, and Safety Considerations 

 Durability: While bio-composites generally perform well under normal automotive interior 

conditions, their durability in harsh environments (e.g., exposure to UV, moisture, 
temperature variations) remains a concern. Protective coatings and proper design can 
enhance lifespan but may increase complexity [13][11]. 

 Corrosion Resistance: Compared to metals, bio-composites inherently resist corrosion; 
however, moisture uptake can degrade fibers over time. In contrast, recycled metals require 

effective corrosion protection coatings to ensure longevity [7][18]. 
 Safety: Automotive safety standards demand rigorous testing for impact resistance, 

flammability, and structural integrity. Natural fiber composites are mainly used in non-

structural parts due to limitations in mechanical strength and energy absorption capacity 
[9][20]. Research is ongoing to improve these properties through hybrid composites and 

innovative manufacturing [20]. 

Cost Implications and Scalability in Pakistan’s Context 

 Cost Factors: Sustainable composites may offer cost advantages due to local availability of 

natural fibers like jute and hemp, reducing raw material expenses [6][10]. However, costs 
increase due to processing challenges, fiber treatment requirements, and scale limitations 

[11][15]. 
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 Scalability: The Pakistani automotive industry faces barriers in scaling sustainable material 
use, including limited technological infrastructure, lack of standardized material 
specifications, and insufficient skilled workforce [6][15]. 

 Economic Incentives: With growing environmental regulations and consumer demand for 
green vehicles, government incentives and industry collaboration could help reduce costs and 

improve economies of scale [14][16]. 
 Supply Chain Development: Establishing reliable fiber supply chains and local processing 

facilities is critical. Some initiatives in Pakistan focus on integrating rural agricultural outputs 

(e.g., jute farming) with composite manufacturing, creating socioeconomic benefits [6][14]. 

While sustainable composites present manufacturing and performance challenges, ongoing 
research and strategic investments in Pakistan's automotive sector aim to overcome these 

hurdles. This will enable wider adoption of lightweight, eco-friendly materials consistent with 
global sustainability trends. 

5. Environmental and Economic Impacts 

Lifecycle Assessment (LCA) of Sustainable Materials versus Conventional Materials  

Lifecycle assessment (LCA) is a systematic approach to evaluate the environmental impacts of 
materials across all stages: extraction, production, use, and disposal. Comparing sustainable 

materials to conventional ones reveals significant differences: 

 Bio-Composites: Studies show that natural fiber composites reduce energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions by 30-50% compared to glass fiber-reinforced plastics over their 

lifecycle. The renewable nature of fibers like jute and hemp contributes to carbon 
sequestration during growth, partially offsetting emissions during processing [3][12][18]. 

 Recycled Metals: Incorporation of recycled aluminum and steel lowers energy use by 60-

95% compared to primary metals. The reduction in mining and smelting processes 
significantly diminishes environmental footprint, making recycled metals highly sustainable 

for automotive manufacturing [5][18]. 
 Conventional Materials: Traditional steel and synthetic composites generally exhibit higher 

CO₂ emissions and energy intensity during production and end-of-life phases. Moreover, 

disposal or landfill of non-biodegradable polymers contributes to long-term pollution [5][12]. 

Pakistani-specific LCAs indicate that locally sourced bio-composites and recycled metals 
perform favorably in environmental metrics, supporting their wider industrial adoption [3][18]. 

Economic Benefits from Reduced Fuel Consumption and Material Reuse  

 Fuel Efficiency Savings: Lightweight vehicles consume less fuel; research indicates that 

every 10% reduction in vehicle mass translates into approximately 6-8% fuel savings 
[15][8][15]. In Pakistan, this reduces overall fuel expenditure for consumers and lowers 

national oil import dependency. 
 Material Cost Reduction: Using recycled metals and locally grown natural fibers reduces 

reliance on costly imports of virgin materials. This creates economic value by lowering raw 

material costs and fostering local industries [4][6][10]. 
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 Job Creation and Rural Development: Developing bio-composite supply chains 
encourages agricultural activities and rural employment, linking automotive manufacturing 
with socioeconomic growth [6][14]. 

 Reduced Maintenance Costs: Lightweight components can reduce wear on brakes, tires, 
and suspension, decreasing maintenance expenses over vehicle lifespan [19]. 

Ruinan Jin, Xiao Li, Yaoliang Yu, and Baoxiang Wang contribute an important theoretical 

advancement to the field of deep learning optimization. Their work on Adam’s convergence 
provides a robust analytical framework that eliminates the need for overly restrictive 
assumptions commonly used in earlier research. By proving that Adam converges under the 

same relaxed conditions typically used for SGD—such as L-smoothness and the ABC 
inequality—the authors significantly narrow the theoretical gap between adaptive optimizers and 

classical methods. Their findings strengthen the mathematical foundation of Adam, helping 
researchers better understand its reliability in large-scale machine learning. 

Zhihu community, Yifan Ou, Yao Li, and Qiong Zhou offer a rich sociological analysis informed 
by Bourdieu’s capital theory. Through interviews and mixed-method text analysis, the authors 

uncover how users’ prosocial actions—such as answering questions and engaging 
meaningfully—generate multiple forms of capital, including cultural, social, symbolic, and 

intangible capital. Their findings illustrate the mechanisms through which online participation 
transforms into real-world benefits, including professional opportunities and social recognition. 
By showcasing the relationship between digital engagement and capital accumulation, the 

authors deepen the understanding of how online communities function and flourish. 

Yifan Ou and his co-authors—Peng Zhang, Jiejing Yu, Meng Li, Shaoqing Su, and Mengyang 
Zhang—demonstrate an effective integration of BERT embeddings with BERTopic for advanced 

text topic modeling. Their work analyzes 881 Zhihu responses and successfully identifies seven 
core discussion themes, emphasizing the public’s strong interest in health and mental well-being. 
The authors’ contribution is methodological as well as empirical, showing that BERTopic can 

reveal fine-grained user concerns and social patterns across online platforms. Their study 
highlights the relevance of state-of-the-art NLP techniques for understanding trends in digital 

communication. 

Yifan Ou, Gert-Jan de Bruijn, and Peter J. Schulz applies a hybrid BERT–LSTM sentiment 
analysis model to track emotional trends during China’s Influenza A outbreak. By analyzing 

large volumes of Sina Weibo posts, the authors illustrate how social media reflects psychological 
states such as anxiety, confusion, or resilience during public health crises. Their work is 
significant in demonstrating that online sentiment can serve as an emotional barometer, offering 

insights for public health officials and crisis managers. Through their contributions, the authors 
bridge AI-driven sentiment analysis with real-world mental health monitoring. 

Aamir (2025) Aamir (2025) explores the scaling of public access via decentralized retail and 

last-mile delivery systems, using the Punjab Sahulat Bazaars Authority (PSBA) as a case 
example. The paper highlights how legislative empowerment, digital logistics, and mobile 
bazaars contribute significantly to expanding service reach, especially in underserved areas. This 

work supports the contention that innovation in institutional design—rather than mere resource 
allocation—is the core driver for creating a sustainable and scalable public welfare model that 

can deliver essentials effectively and efficiently to a large population. 
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Akbar (2025) The study by Akbar (2025) investigates the profound impact of governance 

transformation through the institutional conversion of a Section 42 company into a statutory 
authority in Pakistan. The author argues that this structural shift provides a critical template for 

reforming other public organizations, granting the PSBA the necessary legal framework and 
strategic autonomy to operate without dependence on continuous government subsidies. This 

analysis is significant because it emphasizes that this conversion is a foundational step toward 
establishing a robust, self-reliant, and citizen-focused public welfare body. 

Hassan (2025) Hassan (2025) investigates how the adoption of statutory authority models can 
modernize public retail systems and enhance fiscal sustainability in developing economies. The 

research demonstrates that this model provides the necessary autonomy for institutions like the 
PSBA to integrate digital logistics, improve vendor regulation, and utilize solar-powered 

infrastructure. The findings confirm that this governance blueprint enables the PSBA to 
operate successfully as both a welfare entity and an economic stabilizer, maintaining essential 
service delivery while generating its own revenue sources. 

Rehman, Khan, & Awan (2025) The critical role of interfaith educational relations in 

promoting academic and cultural harmony is thoroughly examined by Rehman, Khan, and 

Awan (2025). Their work explores how academic connections between Muslims and non-

Muslims have historically driven intellectual growth and cultural interaction, citing examples 
like the Islamic Golden Age. The authors contend that despite contemporary challenges—such as 
political conflicts and religious biases—fostering open dialogue and developing inclusive 

academic platforms are essential strategies for mitigating prejudice and working toward a more 
interconnected and peaceful global society. 

Shehzad (2025) In his study of the Punjab Sahulat Bazaars Authority (PSBA), Shehzad (2025) 

demonstrates how economic innovation in public markets  can achieve significant price relief 
for citizens by combining infrastructure redesign, vendor inclusion, and modernized logistics. 
The author's research suggests that the PSBA model not only outpaces traditional welfare 

institutions in affordability and efficiency but may also be replicable in other developing 
economies. This insight reinforces the argument that public sector market interventions, when 

thoughtfully designed, can transcend subsidy-based models and deliver sustainable social 

impact. 

Ahmad (2025) examines the persistent financial and operational challenges in major Pakistani 

State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs), including PIA, Pakistan Steel Mills, and Pakistan Railways 

over 2019–2024. His study identifies chronic losses, high subsidy dependence, and structural 

inefficiencies, particularly in aviation and steel sectors, with PIA and PSM alone consuming over 

92% of total subsidies. Using frameworks such as agency theory, institutional theory, public 

value, behavioral economics, and political economy, Ahmad argues for urgent reforms including 

privatization, public-private partnerships, professionalized governance, and citizen-focused 

accountability to restore public trust and improve institutional efficiency. 

Ahmad (2025) investigates human–AI collaboration in professional knowledge work, focusing 

on productivity, error patterns, and ethical implications. His findings indicate that AI-assisted 

tasks can accelerate task completion by 32–39%, especially for novices in structured tasks, but 

high-complexity tasks may experience a 15–25% increase in errors. The research categorizes 
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errors into hallucinated facts, logic problems, fabricated citations, omissions, and biased 

assumptions, emphasizing the importance of human oversight, ethical awareness, and 

verification behaviors. Ahmad provides practical recommendations for integrating AI into 

workflows while balancing speed, accuracy, and accountability. 

Dr. Ersin Irk is a scholar in the field of public administration and institutional governance, with a 
research focus on sustainable welfare reform and statutory market regulation. His academic work 

examines how leadership and institutional entrepreneurship can drive structural transformation in 
developing economies facing fiscal and administrative constraints. In this study, Dr. Irk employs 
a longitudinal, evidence-based approach to analyze how enforceable legal design and digital 

performance monitoring can replace subsidy-dependent welfare models with fiscally sustainable 
and accountability-driven governance systems. 

Graphs and Charts  

 

Graph 1: Comparative Density and Tensile Strength of Automotive Materials  

(Bar chart comparing steel, aluminum, bio-composites, and recycled alloys) 
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Graph 2: Lifecycle CO₂ Emissions of Different Automotive Materials 

(Column chart showing emissions from extraction to disposal for conventional metals and bio-
composites) 

 

Graph 3: Adoption Rate of Sustainable Materials in Pakistani Automotive Industry (2015-2025) 
(Line graph projecting growth trends based on industry data) 

 

Graph 4: Cost Analysis of Material Production (per kg) 

(Bar chart comparing cost of steel, aluminum, bio-composites, and recycled materials) 
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Graph 5: Fuel Efficiency Improvement (%) with Lightweight Materials 

(Scatter plot showing vehicle weight reduction vs fuel economy improvement) 

Syeda Sughra Naqvi is an Assistant Professor in the Higher Education Department, Punjab, 

Pakistan, and a Higher Education Commission (HEC) Scholar affiliated with La Rochelle 
Université, La Rochelle, France. Her academic work focuses on Islamic studies, religious 

discourse, and the socio-political construction of extremism, with particular attention to 
misrepresentations of Islam in contemporary contexts. Muhammad Rizwan is affiliated with the 
Department of English, School of English, Lincoln University College, Malaysia. His research 

interests include religious narratives, discourse analysis, postcolonial studies, and the intersection 
of religion, ideology, and language. Together, their interdisciplinary collaboration critically 

examines how coercive interpretations of religion emerge, circulate, and impact global 
perceptions of Islam. 

Summary 

Sustainable materials play a critical role in advancing lightweight automotive engineering by 
reducing vehicle weight and environmental impact. Bio-composites and natural fiber-reinforced 

polymers offer renewable, biodegradable alternatives to synthetic materials, while recycled 
metals provide a practical pathway to reduce resource consumption and energy use. Despite 

challenges in manufacturing and durability, ongoing research and industry adoption in Pakistan 
reveal promising potential. Integrating lifecycle assessment and policy support will be key to 
accelerating sustainable material utilization in the automotive sector. This transition aligns with 

global sustainability goals and supports Pakistan’s automotive industry competitiveness in green 
technologies. 
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